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‘the domain of aviation





.aero is the world’s first industry specific top level Internet domain reserved exclusively for the aviation community. 

This community initiative was introduced in March 2002 and is sponsored by SITA, who manages and promotes this community initiative on a not-for-profit basis supported by the Dot Aero Council (DAC), an advisory body made up of members from aviation industry associations
As a sponsored domain, .aero can define and implement its own policies designed to safeguard the integrity of the domain, something that cannot be achieved in the original public domain structure (.com, .org .net etc...) 

.aero can help with clear and present visibility on the internet .With more than 30 million names registered with the top level domains .com and .org, and more than 60 million names registered worldwide with the increase in user familiarity with the .aero suffix a search for aviation site becomes more simple, type “site: aero” into the google search box, or set “.aero” in the advanced search function of the google site and you can be sure to find aviation sites.

Registration is not available to everyone. Unlike, .com, .net and other general top level domains, the .aero domain ensures each registrant is a valid aviation community member – a process that safeguards .aero’s exclusivity and integrity.

Simply by restricting registration to authentic members of the air transport community, and through current and future policies, .aero has a potential to deliver a secure, predictable and trustworthy communications and business medium for passengers, customers and air transport partners - that is also low cost, fast and efficient.

Mission
To create a structured, open and constantly evolving Internet naming architecture which will help the aviation community to integrate systems and service, and streamline communications within the community and with its partners.

Technically there is no distinction between .aero, .com and .net, the .aero registry services are handled by Afilias who operate world class technology supporting some of the world’s largest generic domain names such as .info and .org. Afilias has been intimately involved in the development of standards such as DNSSEC and enum – emerging standards significant to the continued development of .aero.

More than just a domain name

As a dedicated aviation community resource it can and does develop its own policies on using the .aero TLD, with the involvement of industry, by ensuring that relevant standards are in place to operate industry specific domain naming structures and underlying networks and is actively fostering development of .aero as a key resource for new community-wide information systems as well as the platform on which to base secure, simple and low-cost Internet based applications.
Dot Aero Council ( DAC) 
The .aero infrastructure and conventions have been developed and are monitored in co-operation with the DAC. This advisory body is made up of members from aviation industry associations such as ACI (Airport Council International), CANSO (Civil Air Navigation Organisation), FAGSA(Federation of Airline General Sales Agents), FAI (Federation Aeronautique Internationale), IATA (International Air Transport Association), NBAA ( National Business Aviation Association), SITA (Society International de Telecommunications Aeronatiques), ARINC and ICAO ( International Civil Aviation Organization)as an observer.
SITA acts as the sponsor of the .aero top level domain under a sponsorship agreement with Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN). SITA’s obligation is to manage and develop the TLD on behalf and in the interest of the aviation community on a not-for-profit basis.

Quick Facts
· Many users register domain names because they want to set up a website and email address with a clear link to the aviation community examples include a mixture of aviation associations, aviation companies, airlines, airports and many newly launched companies examples: 
	www.ebace.aero
	www.abace.aero
	www.nata.aero

	www.labace.aero
	www.environment.aero
	www.onair.aero

	www.aviapartner.aero
	www.fagsa.aero
	www.A2A.aero

	www.nafa.aero
	www.aviareto.aero
	www.aci.aero

	www.astra.aero
	www.easo.aero
	www.na.aero 




· More than 4,000 domain names registered to-date in .aero

· To date there are more than 40 airlines and 200 airports already using www.(industry code).aero as a shortcut to their corporate website. This has become a fast entry alternative for those who know the code and like using a “system” that is predictable.

· As a matter of policy 2 and 3-character airline and airport designator codes have been reserved for the exclusive use of the relevant airports. When generic top level domains such as .com were made available from mid-1980s, many designators were taken by companies outside the aviation industry examples: as a .com domain, the designator for Los Angeles International airport (LAX) belongs to a site specializing in the sport of lacrosse, but the airport has been able to register the reserved domain of lax.aero, cx.com is the domain of a US consulting firm rather than Cathay Pacific.
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